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EDUCATION 
1976 University of Kansas, Bachelor of Fine Arts, Painting 
1975 Kansas City Art Institute, Painting 
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
2008 New Paintings, Dolby Chadwick Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
2005 Recent Paintings, Dolby Chadwick Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2003     New Paintings, Dolby Chadwick Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
2002     New Works by California Artists, Triton Museum of Art, Santa Clara, CA  
2001     Recent Work, Dolby Chadwick Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
2000     New Paintings, Dolby Chadwick Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
1996 Paintings and Drawings, Joseph Chowning Gallery, San Francisco, CA  

Ada Liu Sadler Recent Works, Morgan Gallery, Kansas City, MO  
1995     Paintings and Drawings, Joseph Chowning Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
1993     Introductions '93, Joseph Chowning Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
2009 “The Art of Play”, Dolby Chadwick Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2007 10th Anniversary Show, Dolby Chadwick Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2006 All Wet, Lisa Coscino Gallery, Pacific Grove, CA 
2005 Group Show, Ongallery, South Pasadena, CA 
2004 The Painted Gift, Hubert Gallery, New York, NY    
2003 Who We Are: Selections from the Permanent Collection, Triton Museum of Art,                             

 Santa Clara, CA  
Grand Opening, Dolby Chadwick Gallery, San Francisco, CA  

2002     Western States Small Works (Juried), Sonoma Museum of Visual Arts,  
             Santa Rosa, CA  
            Playground, Julie Baker Fine Art, Grass Valley, CA  
1998     Toys in Contemporary Art II (Invitational), D.P. Fong Gallery, San Jose, CA  
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1996     Realism (Juried - Juror's Award), Bolinas Museum, Bolinas, CA  

Stockton National Print & Drawing Exhibition (Juried), The Haggin Museum,  
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1995     Biennial Print and Drawing Competition (Juried), Triton Museum of Art,  
 Santa Clara, CA  



 

 

1994    California Small Works (Juried), California Museum of Art, Santa Rosa, CA  
1993     Introductions '93, Southern Exposure, San Francisco, CA  
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Statement 
 
Ada Sadler 
 
 

Look for a long time at what pleases you,  
And for a longer time at what pains you.  
- Colette 
 
 Since 1996, Sadler has focused on painting unoccupied chairs – the emptiness of 
which strikes her as both personally and symbolically compelling.  Informed by photographs 
she has personally taken, Sadler does not try to create photorealist paintings but instead uses 
these images as a literal base.  These images are developed and clarified, multiple and 
complicated memory associations are evoked and subtly contribute to the quality of the 
paintings. The empty chair is rich in symbolism, simultaneously creating a presence and an 
absence.   
 
 Each painting is created with an extremely fine brush applying thin layers of oil, 
giving the final painting a luminously smooth finish.  Sadler’s scale is similarly detailed, each 
painting in this exhibit varies between six and nine inches square.  Her interpretation of the 
everyday object is extraordinary, taking on very personal spaces amidst the familiar places 
she uses as inspiration.   
 
 Ada Sadler currently lives in San Francisco. She received her BFA from the 
University of Kansas in 1976. Her work has been exhibited at the Triton Museum of Art, 
California Museum of Art, The Haggin Museum, and is also held in private and public 
collections throughout the United States.  
 


